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The Australian Flying Tippler Union were invited by the Victorian Show Pigeon          

Federation to conduct our first Tippler show at the Melbourne Showground.                  

See the full story in our June issue.   
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Presidentõs Report 2009 

 

2009 has been a very busy, but successful year for the AFTU. I am delighted to report that as a Tippler club we have jelled as a 

unit, with each of us taking time out of our busy lives to plan, prepare and put our goals into place, thereby successfully achieving 

what we set out to accomplish.  A great deal of hard work and effort has been undertaken by all concerned, and we can now see 

the club moving forward - and in the right direction.  It is lovely to see everyone putting their shoulders to the wheel to help the 

club achieve its goals. 

The fact that the AFTU is an Australia-wide Club with members in nearly every State, in itself, presents many challenges that must 

be met by the Office Bearers, and I am proud to report that these tasks have been conducted in a truly professional manner - at all 

times.  AFTU meetings have always been a real challenge for us, but our Secretary, John Cox has done a brilliant job in coordinat-

ing the hook-ups and getting the Agenda to the members (via the net) in a timely fashion.  There are a few of our members who do 

not have a PC yet and cannot participate during the meeting, but in time I am sure we will overcome this problem.  I must also 

take this opportunity to thank Fred for all his help with the Aussietippler web site, which is beautiful and extremely professional.  It 

is a wonderful tool that he has given to the AFTU, providing a window to the world of tipplers, a conduit for learning about our sport 

and for making friends with folk from around the world.  I would like to encourage all our members to please make good use of 

this site, as it is your site, and it is only by continuous use of this site that we can make it grow bigger and better.  I would also like 

to thank our Editor, Mick Hoskins for the wonderful job he has done (and continues to do) with the AFTU newsletters and Fly 

Schedules.  Let us applaud his immense generosity for providing the òHarry Shannon Old Bird Shieldó, all the additional Show 

trophies and the wonderful AFTU banner displayed at the Southern Combined Classic, held at the Melbourne Show Grounds on 

Sunday, 21 June 2009.  It was through the joint efforts and hard work of Mick, John and Rupert that made our first-ever exhibition 

at a major Pigeon Show, such a resounding success.  Thank you guys. 

As indicated above, the exposure that the AFTU received from òbeing thereó, was priceless.  A great deal of interest was shown by 

the public, who appeared to be duly impressed by what was on display at our stall.  Even if I say so myself, our stall was òfirst 

classó and the displays and handouts were very good indeed.  We had òThe Harry Shannon Old Bird Shieldó, òThe Davey Warrener 

Young Bird Cupó and a number of other trophies for the competitors exhibiting their birds, which were judged by 

Mr. Robert Verbeek, Secretary of the NTAA.  Thank you Robert for a job well done.  We were also graced with the presence of Jon 

Winchester, President of the NTAA, and on a personal note, though I have ômetõ him through the internet, I was pleased to finally 

meet him, in person.  All in all, the AFTU boys had a great time with Robert and Jon at the show, and took the opportunity to in-

dulge in lengthy discussions about tipplers. 

I just could not end without congratulating the winners on the day (and their birds). 

1st Prize: for the best Old Hen won by Bonny with his Dunn hen: 

1st Prize: for the best Old Cock  won by John Cox, 

1st Prize  for the best Young Hen  won by Rupert,   

1st  Prize for the best Young Cock also won by Rupert   

Well-done guys all the best of luck for the next show. 

By the way members, I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that our Club year (as the financial year) starts on the 1st 

of July each year, and all club dues should be paid by the end of the first week of July.  Those of you who have not yet renewed 

your membership, please send your dues by cheque or money order to John Cox, or by direct deposit into the AFTU bank account.  

Please contact John Cox (03 57722957) who will guide you on how to direct deposit your dues.  The AFTU has to budget like most 

other clubs and businesses and relies heavily on club fees to conduct the day-to-day running of the club.  Things like Newsletters, 

Trophies, Postage etc need to be paid for by the AFTU: these do not come for free.  Without money coming in, the AFTU will be 

hard-pressed to survive.  I would also like to remind members that the AFTU rings/bands are for our tipplers ONLY, and should not 

be used for any other breeds of pigeon, even those that happen to be owned by AFTU members.  

The AFTU has a very well prepared Fly Calendar, which you should be receiving with our next Newsletter.  Could we please adhere 

to the fly dates shown on the calendar, as we are trying to keep a record of all our membersõ fly-times, be it an Official Fly or an 

Honour system fly.  It does not matter what times are achieved with our birds - we all have to start somewhere and it is the partici-

pation that counts.  Please ensure that you forward your òfly timesó to the Fly Boss ( John Cox ) via the internet/fax/or by ôphone 

so that he can coordinate and accurately record all Club Fly times and pass this information on to Mick to publish in the next edi-

tion of our Newsletter. Following this method of reporting will give the AFTU and its members, a pretty good idea of how our birds 

are progressing. 

In closing, I would like to remind all our members that we are a Tippler Club first and last, and the main reason for forming our 

club was to fly our birds in competition : this is what the club is all about, so please train and fly your birds and letõs all have some 

fun with our sport.  It is only by participating and competing, that we can advance our skills in the sport. 

Finally, please always remember the AFTU Motto   òWe Aspire to Inspireó  
That, my friends, in a nutshell says it all.  Keep Happy and Keep Flying. 

Cheers, 

Danny McCarthy 

President, AFTU 



Hello all AFTU members, 

This is a brief news letter to fill you in with what has been going on and what we have planned down the track. The 2010 

rings have been ordered, we are trying a new type of ring this year, they are plastic coated Aluminium with printed informa-

tion under the plastic coating and are supposed to be easy to read for a long period.  

I have ordered 1000 this year in "A" size so hopefully we will have enough for all this year.  

So place your orders with the ring secretary Aidan McIlhatton, same costs as last year,, 

We are also having an AFTU family day on Sunday 6/6/2010 Barbeque lunch at Karkarook Park cnr Warrigul road and Fair-

child street in Moorabbin. ( Melway page 78 ref. D 8 )   

Danny and Pat are coming over from Perth, Mick and Liz, Hai and family down from Sydney,  Aidan is planning on attending 

from Brissy. Hopefully Chris as well, 

No pigeons just family and Kids. Hope to see as many as possible there. Danny and Rupert will be cooking so it will be worth 

the effort :-)) 

But for the Pigeon nuts, Saturday we do have an the option of visiting a few lofts or the young bird show in Geelong, to be 

decided soon.                                                                                                                                                                                  The 

girls are going shopping so if you want a free day pigeoneering just hand over the credit card to the missus,,:-)) 

As you will know, about half of our members competed in the International Fly,,, a good effort was put in by all, I think all en-

joyed the day.  

The Pere's saw to it that most of us were DQ'd but Hai's team put an excellent effort in and cracked a new Australian re-

cord for an Official fly of 9 hours and 16 minutes I'm sure you all will join me in a big Congratulations to Hai...well done Hai 

I'm sure your next try will be even longer... 

Club members have put in a lot of good flies over this summer. Ruperts birds put in 6 hours in training showing off to a pro-

spective new member, needless to say Darryl has joined the club.  Welcome Darryl Sinclair.  

Bonny's birds had a good 5 hour training fly just 2 days before the comp, apparently they did everything right and were on 

target. But the Pere's thought differently on competition day :-((  And Hai's birds also had an 8 hour fly showing off their ability 

for some of the Sydney boys. 

We now have a few more interested to fly up there, things are on the move club wise...so look out, there is going to be a lot of 

competition before you know it.  

I also organised personal rings for a lot of members to try this year, phone no's etc, so if you missed out and are interested 

get in touch with me and I'll give you the details for next year. 

For those wondering, the club Due's are payable late June / July. Please remember, the club year runs with the financial year 

1/7/ to 30/6. So we will  give everyone a reminder with your ring delivery.    

There are a few AFTU club jackets left so if you don't have one yet check with Rupert to see what sizes are left and you can 

also deal direct with Rupert. 

We have 18 members and there is a lot of interest out there at the moment, so the more flying we do the more interest it 

generates in our club. There are a lot of flyers of other breeds that are showing interest in Flying Tipplers once they see them 

in the air. 

We have been approached as to whether we want to put on a display at the National this year in Melbourne. We would need 

to be there 3ñ4 days running, so it would take a lot of man hours to set up and maintain for the duration of the Show. What 

are your thoughts on this, we need to decide quickly, please give me some feedback. 

On another note have we started to plan out our breeding season ? Plan our matings to breed birds for the long term ? 

Rupert had another fly on Monday 26/ 4/ 10.  His birds flew well for 6 hours then along came the Pere's and spoiled the day, 

they picked one bird out and chased it down and out of sight so he dropped the other 2 and the 3rd returned after a couple 

of hours with a few feathers missing. 

That is about all I have for you now, hope to catch up with all at the Family day 6/ 6/ 2010 

 John Cox  AFTU Sec. 

  

Secretary / Treasurers Report 



 

Editorõs Report 
¶ The tale of the two DannyõsñFlying Tipplersñ from minus 40 to plus 40  

¶ Stan Ogozalekõs recollections of Flying Tipplers New York Style 

In this issue we are privileged to have Newsletter articles from Danny Kinnear and Stan Ogozalek, two of the most          

respected Tipplermen men in the world today.                                                                                                                              

We have heard many times on our Tippler forums of the various discussions of the difficulty of flying Tipplers in Forty     

degree Plus heat, both here in Australia and on the Continent. So with this in mind we can say there is a real irony in the 

contrast of the flying conditions of the Tippler worldõs two Dannyõs.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Danny McCarthy of Australia and the focus of one of our feature stories, Danny Kinnear of Canada.                                                                                                        

With the aid of the various Tippler forums now available, most of us in Australia will have heard of the climate both AFTU 

members Danny and Karim Cooper fly their Tipplers in. Their Tipplers fly in what some would call very, very oppressive con-

ditions of forty degree PLUS heat, something most of us here in Aus experience at least some time of the summer period 

but not as regularly.                                                                                                                                                                            

But, on the other end of the temperature scale letõs spare a thought for our very good CNTU friend Danny Kinnear and the 

part of the world he lives and flies his Tipplers, in which would have to be some of most inhospitable Tippler flying condi-

tions on the planet.                                                                                                                                                                      

Danny and his Tipplers live in a country where the temperature plummets to MINUS forty degrees ! Conditions most of us 

here in Australia can never ever contemplate unless our continent is plunged suddenly  into an ice age. It really is a tribute 

to Danny Boy that at an age most of us would be looking for a warm climate to scurry off and retire to and be warm in our 

twilight years, he has no intention of moving.                                                                                                                                 

All I can say is, you are one hell of a Tipplerman for the tenacity you show in the conditions you choose to fly your Tipplers 

and for this we have the highest respect for you. 

Well done Danny Boy and thank you for the privilege of presenting this article for our members to enjoy. 

    ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

Our next guest in this issue is none other then Tippler historian Stan Ogozalek who hails from New Jersey. Anyone who has 

been in the Tippler game for any length of time will be quite familiar with Stan and the huge part he has played in the devel-

opment of the Flying Tippler sport in the USA.                                                                                                                             

Stan is one of the mild mannered gentlemen of our sport, who always speaks his mind from a lifetime of experience with 

Tipplers.                                                                                                                                                                                           

One of the legacies Stan has presented to the Tippler world is a series of photos of his visit to the UK, home of the Flying 

Tippler during which time the UK had some of the best ever Tippler men on their flying rosters.                                             

On this visit during the summer of 1970 he photographed some of the legends of the sport during their heyday periods.       

In this article Stan gives us newbies a most valuable insight into the history of Flying Tippers in the USA.                             

The AFTU would like to Thank Stan for his contribution which will be an everlasting tribute to the way it was in New York 

Tippler scene.                                                                                                                                                                                    

We hope that you enjoy both of these articles as much as we enjoy in presenting them to you.  

    ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

To all Members and Friends of the AFTU ..... Please accept my sincere apologies for the huge delay in producing this latest 

AFTU Newsletter, as you are all quite aware, it has taken quite some time to get it to print, due to family commitments, so 

òThank You ò for your patience, I hope you enjoy the articles.                                                                                                                  

We have a few òSpecialó issues coming up, so hang in there I am sure you will enjoy them as well.   

    ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 


